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 Town of Middlebury Planning Commission (MPC) 
Large Conference Room, 77 Main Street, Municipal Offices 

Minutes of August 18, 2016 
Draft 

 

 Members Present: Nancy Malcolm, Barbara Saunders, Steve Terry, Sam Ostrow, John Anderson, 
Chris Robbins, Sarah Peluso 

Members Absent: None 

Staff Present:   Jennifer Murray, Victor Sinadinoski 

Others Present: Don Glauber, Karen Glauber 

 
1. Call to Order:  Nancy called the meeting to order at 12:14pm. 

 
2. Minutes 

On a Motion by John, seconded by Sam, the Planning Commission approved the minutes of 
8/04/16.  Motion passed 7-0.  

 
3. Town Plan Discussion 

The PC discussed the goals and recommendations sections for three chapters of the Town 
Plan: Natural Resources, Education, and Community Facilities and Services.  
 
The PC deliberated on several aspects on the Natural Resources section. In section 2.3.3, the 
State’s Clean Water Act was cited as Act 46, which is not the correct number. The correct Act 
number should be found. Regarding the well head protection plan in section 2.3, there was 
discussion on the age of that plan. John agreed that the PC should first review it before 
specifically including well-head protection in the Town Plan. Nancy was not sure what was 
meant by “implement” in 2.2.4 in relation to fluvial erosion. Jen suggested the PC should 
change “implement” to “evaluate”. The PC agreed.  
 
Barbara and Nancy highlighted the importance of protecting open land at the entrances to 
the village. Jen suggested that the Town should create an open space plan to prioritize 
properties in need of preservation. Chris felt that the action suggesting that, for example, the 
Town create a master plan for the Sabourin property could go somewhere else. The PC 
agreed that this should be moved to the Land Use chapter. There was also discussion, 
initiated by Sam, regarding 2.2.6 and how the Town can encourage the public to install 
flowering plants, shrubs and trees that can be used by pollinators. The PC agreed that Staff 
will revise this section and then discuss the changes at the next PC meeting for a second 
review. 
 
The goals and recommendations for the Education chapter only required one change. The PC 
agreed to strike out Action 9.6.2., which stated that the Town should explore regional 
approaches for tax relief, because the PC believes Act 46 takes care of this issue. Nancy noted 
that CCV needs a stronger presence in the general text of the Education chapter; and Barbara 
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mentioned that the general text should refer to “pre-school” instead as “early childhood 
learning.” The Education goals and recommendations section needs no more review. 
 
Regarding Community Facilities, there was some discussion relating to the condition of water 
lines. Chris and Barbara noted that some were in bad shape. There was also discussion on 
whether or not the goals and recommendations section should include something about 
specific water lines. Jen mentioned that asset management is listed in the Section 11.3.1., 
referencing the Capital Improvement Plan. Some discussion ensued whether the water line 
issues should be included in 11.3 or 11.4. Barbara also suggested to strike out 11.4.5., which 
stated that the Town should review and adjust water and connection rates. The PC agreed 
that determining rates and fees was not their task. Jen will revise the Community Facilities 
section and then the PC will give it a second review. 

 
4. Other Business 

There was no other business discussed. 
 

5. Adjournment:    
The Planning Commission adjourned at 1:35pm 

 
Submitted by:  Victor Sinadinoski 


